
Solicitors Amendment Act, 1994

Charges to clients.
68.—(1) On the taking of instructions to provide legal services to a client, or as soon as is
practicable thereafter, a solicitor shall provide the client with particulars in writing of—

( a ) the actual charges, or
( b ) where the provision of particulars of the actual charges is not in the

circumstances possible or practicable, an estimate (as near as may be) of the charges, or
( c ) where the provision of particulars of the actual charges or an

estimate of such charges is not in the circumstances possible or practicable, the basis on
which the charges are to be made,
by that solicitor or his firm for the provision of such legal services and, where those legal
services involve contentious business, with particulars in writing of the circumstances in
which the client may be required to pay costs to any other party or parties and the
circumstances, if any, in which the client's liability to meet the charges which will be
made by the solicitor of that client for those services will not be fully discharged by the
amount, if any, of the costs recovered in the contentious business from any other party or
parties (or any insurers of such party or parties).

(2) A solicitor shall not act for a client in connection with any contentious
business (not being in connection with proceedings seeking only to recover a debt or
liquidated demand) on the basis that all or any part of the charges to the client are to be
calculated as a specified percentage or proportion of any damages or other moneys that
may be or may become payable to the client, and any charges made in contravention of
this subsection shall be unenforceable in any action taken against that client to recover
such charges.

(3) A solicitor shall not deduct or appropriate any amount in respect of all or any
part of his charges from the amount of any damages or other moneys that become
payable to a client of that solicitor arising out of any contentious business carried out on
behalf of that client by that solicitor.

(4) Subsection (3) of this section shall not operate to prevent a solicitor from
agreeing with a client at any time that an amount on account of charges shall be paid to
him out of any damages or other moneys that may be or may become payable to that
client arising out of any contentious business carried out on behalf of that client by that
solicitor or his firm.

(5) Any agreement under subsection (4) of this section shall not be enforceable
against a client of a solicitor unless such agreement is in writing and includes an estimate
(as near as may be) of what the solicitor reasonably believes might be recoverable from
any other party or parties (or any insurers of such party or parties) in respect of that
solicitor's charges in the event of that client recovering any damages or other moneys
arising out of such contentious business.

(6) Notwithstanding any other legal provision to that effect a solicitor shall show
on a bill of costs to be furnished to the client, as soon as practicable after the conclusion
of any contentious business carried out by him on behalf of that client—

( a ) a summary of the legal services provided to the client in
connection with such contentious business,



( b ) the total amount of damages or other moneys recovered by the
client arising out of such contentious business, and

( c ) details of all or any part of the charges which have been recovered
by that solicitor on behalf of that client from any other party or parties (or any insurers of
such party or parties),
and that bill of costs shall show separately the amounts in respect of fees, outlays,
disbursements and expenses incurred or arising in connection with the provision of such
legal services.

(7) Nothing in this section shall prevent any person from exercising any existing
right in law to require a solicitor to submit a bill of costs for taxation, whether on a party
and party basis or on a solicitor and own client basis, or shall limit the rights of any
person or the Society under section 9 of this Act.

(8) Where a solicitor has issued a bill of costs to a client in respect of the
provision of legal services and the client disputes the amount (or any part thereof) of that
bill of costs, the solicitor shall—

( a ) take all appropriate steps to resolve the matter by agreement with
the client, and

( b ) inform the client in writing of—
(i) the client's right to require the solicitor to submit the bill of

costs or any part thereof to a Taxing Master of the High Court for taxation on a solicitor
and own client basis, and

(ii) the client's right to make a complaint to the Society under
section 9 of this Act that he has been issued with a bill of costs that he claims to be
excessive.

(9) In this section "charges" includes fees, outlays, disbursements and expenses.
(10) The provisions of this section shall apply notwithstanding the provisions of

the Attorneys and Solicitors (Ireland) Act, 1849 and the Attorneys and Solicitors Act,
1870.


