The McKenzie Friend

A McKenzie Friend is not technically a representative but simply a non-legally qualified person who
sits with a party during a hearing to offer advice and assistance. The McKenzie Friend is not allowed
to address the court. The term comes from a divorce case, McKenzie v McKenzie, where the
husband was representing himself and wished to have the assistance of a non-legally qualified
person at court.

There is a widely recognised presumption that a party is entitled to have the assistance of a non-
legally trained person whilst they are at court. If a party does wish to rely on a McKenzie Friend they
should notify the judge from the outset of the hearing. A judge will not usually refuse permission
unless he believes that allowing the McKenzie Friend would interfere with the administration of
justice.
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