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January 2010 was the busiest month in over three years, during the month there were
593 contacts with the service. This surge was partly as a result of interviews aired on
TV3’s Mid Morning programme with Declan Keaveney and also a feature on RTE's Ear to
the Ground programme.

Guardianship

700 Number of Contacts
600
500
400
300
200
100
0

What is Guardianship?

A guardian of a child has a duty to maintain and properly care for the child and has the
right to make decisions on all the major matters affecting the upbringing of the child,
e.g. choice of school, medical treatment, adoption, religious matters, decisions about
leaving the country etc.

Who can be a Guardian?

Married parents of a child are “joint-guardians” and have equal rights in relation to the
child. The rights of parents to guardianship are set down in Section 6 of the
Guardianship of Infants Act, 1964

In the case of children born outside of marriage, the mother is automatically the sole
guardian.

How can a father become a joint guardian of his child?

Where both parents are in agreement about the father becoming a joint guardian then
both parents can complete a statutory declaration to this effect in the presence of a
peace commissioner, commissioner for oaths or notary public.

Currently there is nowhere to register this form so it is important to keep it in a safe
place and perhaps make an extra copy.

Where the mother is not in agreement with the father becoming a joint guardian then
the father can apply to the district court to become a joint guardian with the mother of
his child, whether or not his name is entered in the Register of Births.

While the mother’s views are taken into account by the court in making a decision, the
fact that she may not consent does not automatically mean that the court will refuse
the order sought by the father. The decision of the court will be made with the interest
of the child being the first and paramount consideration.

Where a father has been appointed a joint guardian then his consent is required for
passport applications and for the adoption of the child (by the mother and her husband
or by another couple). Guardianship should not be confused with custody, which
involves the day to day care of the child.

Where joint guardians cannot reach an agreement on an issue concerning the
child then an application can be made to the court and the court will make a decision in
the child’s best interest.

Removal of guardianship rights

A father who has been appointed joint guardian by a court or by statutory declaration
may be removed from his position as joint guardian if the court is satisfied that this is
in the best interest of the child. The only way a mother can give up her guardianship
rights is by placing her child for adoption.

Marriage following the birth

Should the parents of a child marry each other following the birth of their child, then
the father automatically becomes a joint guardian with the mother as long as the child
has not been adopted. There is therefore no need to apply to the court for joint
guardianship rights nor is there any need to adopt the child.

Where a father is a joint guardian and the mother marries another man, the father
remains a joint guardian of the child. Should the mother and her husband wish to
adopt the child and the father is a joint guardian, his consent to the adoption is
required. Where a father is not a joint guardian he has a right to be consulted. If a
father consents to the adoption of his child he relinquishes all legal rights in relation to
his child.

Recent Events

For the June Bank Holiday weekend, nine men who
have completed the course of Group Meetings with
Amen, attended a weekend away in Rossnowlagh,
Co. Donegal.

Over the weekend the men attended many
activities, which included seminars as well as
surfing.

The men who attended had a very enjoyable
weekend and below are some of their comments:

“I'd like to thank you and Brendan and the rest of the team
at Amen for organising the weekend retreat to
Rossnowlagh. | found it a really useful and constructive
event and a great follow-up to the 10 week programme |
attended last year.” Peter

“I really don’t know where to begin to thank you for an
amazing weekend. It has been a very long time since |
have been able to laugh so much and | am so grateful. |
would describe it as the prefect weekend.” Leo

Rossnowlagh Beach, Co. Donegal

In June Amen placed an advertising hoarding in
Pairc Tailteann county grounds. This hoarding has
been placed on the goal line, with a great viewing
point for all the GAA supporters to see.

Support for male victims
of domestic abuse

Pairc Tailteann, Navan




Weekly Support Group Meetings

What happens to men whose primary relationship has broken down? Is there life, is there a
future?
When all the legal wrangling is over, how does one get one’s life together?
Was I responsible for the breakdown, or was she? How do I prevent the same thing

happening again?

Course commences in September, January and after Easter.
10 modules in the course
Venue: Amen Office, Navan

Time: Tuesdays 8-10pm sharp limited places each term.
Ring today to book a place.
Amen @ 046-9023718

What Men Should Do Amen Services

. Do not leave the family home unless you and your children are in danger e A Confidential Helpline 046 9023718
. Keep a record of dates and times of incidents Out of Hours 086 7941880

Monday—Friday 9.00am—5.00pm and Out of
. Report the violence to your doctor and to the Gardai - ensure that all the of Hours Service available until 9.00pm

your injuries and the assault are recorded
® Support Group Meetings

. Seek medical attention for any injuries — do not cover up the true cause

. Take photographs of any injuries ® Support and legal information

. Seek legal advice and protection from the courts e Counselling

* Talk to your family and friends ® Training sessions for health professionals,
. Do not be provoked into retaliating students and others

Amen Website Re-launch

“Aen Holpine. 046 023 716 /086 7341 580 /066 1047 270, Emalinfo Gamende.
‘AMEN,St_Anne's Resource Cerire, Rallway Srest Navan, Co.Weath

Over the past number of years, Amen has received numerous phone calls as ¢ ﬁ
a result of the website. This number has increased dramatically over the past T I I e o e I e e e W e 0
year and upgrading the website was a must.

Developed with clients, family members and students in mind, the website is
. . . . . . Amen provides a confidential
more user friendly with a simple navigation system. The website has helpline & support service for
extensive information on all areas of Domestic Abuse, legal documents and TEIS VIS @ (mesie
o R abuse and their children.
victims’ personal stories.

- I ) . . Phone 046 9023718
The re-vamped website will give clients and prospective clients a better (Outof hours: 086 7941 830, 086 1947 270)

understanding of what we do and how we do it. The main image on the
website is the one which has been used in an awareness campaign which was
hugely successful. We wanted to uniform the overall image of Amen and
updating the website is part of the new modern Amen.

® internet.
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AMEN is part funded by HSE




